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JAPONIA - O LECTIE DE CURAJ §I
EROISM
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JAPAN - A LESSON OF COURAGE AND
HEROISM




MULTUMESC POPORULUI JAPONEZ!
Neculai ONTANU, Primarul Sectorului 2 al
Municipinlui Bucuresti, Romdnia

Ce a insemnat Japonia pentru noi, romdanii, pand pe 11 martie 20117 Stiam
od e o fard indepdriatd, cu o istorie milenard, Cdnd spuneam “Japomia”, ne
gdndeam in primul rind la “tehnologie de varf™. i invocam pe japonezi de céte
ori ne refergam la munca susfinuid, riguroasd, inmteligentd, eficientd.

Dupd 11 martie 2011, am privit cu alfi ocki Japonia, Distanga dintre noi s-a
tapit. Am wrmdrit cu sufietn! la gurd solidaritatea oamenilor, eroismul lor si
limbile diferite pe care le vorbim n-au mai fost o barierd. Am infeles fard cuvinte
tragedia, dar i mdrefia poporulid japonez. Am invdtat o lecfie pe care n-0 vom
fta miciodatd.

Sunt de peste 10 ani primarul unui sector din capitala Romdniel, Bucuresti —
Sectorul 2, un adevdrar orag in orag. Rar mi-a fost dat sd-mi vid concetdtenii atdr
de impresionafi, atdr de dornici sd afute nigte cameni bravi, decigi sa-gi ia viata de
la capdr. “Ce putem face peniru japonezi? * md intrebau cu fofii, tineri §i bitrdni,
“Cum sa-i incurajam? " Unul dintre raspunsurile la aceste intrebdri a fost
expozifia de desene. Au organizat-o caopiii din sector: Dar, in timp ce-gi agezau
desenele pe simezele din Primdrie, ne-au contactat copiii din alte sectoare:
“Putem §i noi sd participdm? ™ I-am gazduit cu drag. Suflend curat af tinerilor a
reusit sd exprime, in limbajul universal al desenului, al culorii 5i sentimentele
noasive, ale celor matwri. Intr-o dimineaia, alfi copii mi-au adus o multime de
mesafe - gdnduri bune pentru colegii lor din Japonia, i (pentru cd in zonele
calamitate infernetul nu functiona) m-au rugat 54 gdsesc o modalitaie ca acestea
54 ajungd la destinatari,



Profesorii mi-au marturisit cd elevii ou Infocuit, in aceste sdptdmani,
personajele lor indrdgite, din carfi gi filme, cn provagonistii faptelor de viatd din
Tara Soarelui Rasare. Astazi am infeles cu tofii §i incercdm 5d ne insugim "filosofia
tendenko ", cea care a salvat viefile a mit de cameni din orasgul Kamaishi (prefectura
fwate),

Povesteg adevaratd a eroilor de la Fukushima, care au scris §i scriu in aceste
zile o fild gloripasd din isforia solidaritdtii umane, ne-a impresionat pe tofi pand la
lacrimi.

Si noi, romdnii, traim nir-o zond seismicd. Si noi, bucurestenii, suntem
avertizafi de specialisti cd e posibil ca, in viitorul apropial, sd ne confrumtdm cu un
cutremur major. Incercdm, pentru aceasta, si ne pregitim. Am creat, In Sectorul 2,
pe langad structurile statale existente, o forfd cetdteneascd de reacyie rapidd, numitd
Garda Civicd, menitd sd prevind, sa protefeze gi sa sprifine cetdfenii in cazuf unor
catastrafe. Pe lingd faptul od ne pregatim din punct de vedere logistic, suntem
constienti cd si pregdtirea psihologied ave un vol major. Avem in fatd tof exemplul
Japaniei, unde calmul i stdpdnirea de sine au salvar viefi

Modeful japonez de informare operativa a cefatenilor, de educare a acestora,
de arganizare impecabild, de incredere in autoritdfi, de solidaritate dusd pdnd la
eroism, este - pentru intreaga lume - prefios. Voinfa nestramutand de a reconstrui,
rapid 31 spectaculos, puterea de a trece prin grentdji cu demnitate, cu optimism,
privind spre viftor sunt §i pentry noi o sursd de energie §i incredere in capacitatile
creatoare ale Omulul, Am invdfat din experienfa poporului japonez od forfele
nestdpdnite ale naturii ne pot lovi, dar nu ne pot ingenunchea,

Multumesc poporului japonez pentry lectia de viayd pe care — oferind-o
intregii omenivi — ne-a oferit-o 5i noud, romdnilor.

Neculai Onfanu
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THANKYOU, JAPANESE PEOPLE!
Meculai ONTANL, the Mayor of District 2 of Bucharest City,
Romania

What did it mean Japan to us, the Romanian people, until 11 of March, 201171
knew that it is a far country, with a millenary history. When we were saying "Japan”,
we thought mainly at the "top technology”, We invoked the Japanese, any time we
referred to the supported, rigorous, intelligent, efficient labour.

After 11 of March, 2011, we watched Japan with other eyes. The distance
between us vanished. We followed with breathless the pecple's solidarity, their
heroism and the different limits we talk about were not a barrier any more. We
understood with no words the tragedy, but also the splendour of Japanese people. We
learnt a lesson that we will never forget.

I have been for more than 10 vears the mayor of a district of the Romanian
capital, Bucharest - District 2, a true city in the city. I have rarely seen the fellow
countrymen so impressed, so wishful to help brave persons, decided to take their life
from the beginning. "What can we make for the Japanese?" all were asking me,
youth and old people. "How can we encourage them?" One of the answers to these
questions was the drawing exhibition. The children of the district organized it. But,
while they set their works on the panels of the Town Hall, we were contacted by the
children of other districts: "Can we participate, too?" We welcomed them
affectionately. The clean soul of youth realized to express, in the universal language
of drawing, of colour and our feelings, of the grown up persons. One moming, other
children brought many messages - good thoughts for their colleagues of Japan, and
asked me to find 8 way that these arrive to the addressees.

The teachers confessed to me that the pupils replaced, during these weeks,
their dear personages, of books and movies, by the protagonists of the life facts in the
Sun Rise Country. Today we all understood and try to assign the “tendenko
philosophy", the one that saved the lives of thousands of persons of Kamaishi city
{Iwate prefecture).



The true story of the heroes at Fukushima, who wrote and writes these days a
glorious file of the history of human solidarity, impressed us all till tears,

And we, the Romanian people, live in a seismic area. And we, the Bucharest
people, are warned by the specialists that it is possible, in the near future, 1o confront
a major carthquake. We trv, for this, to prepare ourselves. We created, in District 2,
besides the existing state structures, a citizenship force of fast reaction, named Garda
Civica (Civic Guard), intended to prevent, protect and support the citizens in case of
dizasters. Besides the fact that we prepare from the logistic point of view, we are
aware by the fact that the psychological training has 2 major role, too. We have in
front of us the Japan's example, too, where the calm and self control saved lives.

The Japanese model of operative information of the citizens, of their education,
of impeccable organization, of trust in the authorities, solidarity led to heroism, is -
for the whole world - precious. The incorrigible will to re-build, fast and spectacular,
the power to pass through difficulties with dignity, optimism, looking to the future
are for us, too, an energy and trust source in the Human's creator capacities. We
learnt from the experience of Japanese people that the incontrollable forces of nature
may strike, but cannot bow us down,

Thank you, Japanese people for the life lesson that - offering 1o the whole
humanity - you offered us, Romanian people, too,

Neculai Ontanu
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Acum, cind Japonia se afld intr-o situafie dificila, am avut prilejul, pe data de
25 martie, cu ocazia vernisafului expozitiel de desene intitulatd "Aldturi de voi ",
unde copiii au fost creatorii principali, sd ma bucur de cuvintele Dumneavoastrd
pline de caldurd §i sd admir desenele micilor artigti deborddnd de speranta,
prietenie §i spirit de solidaritate. Glasurile copiilor din sectorul 2, ale tuturor
celoriaite persoane implicate sunt ddidtoare de curaj nu numal pentru persoanele
afectate in wrma cutremurulud, dar gi pentru intregul popor fjaponez.

In calitate de Ambasador al Japaniei, dovesc sd fac in continuare tof ce-mi sta
in putintd pentru ca acfiunife de sprifin fati de Japoria organizate in cadrul
sectorului 2 5i in alte locuri din Romdnia 54 fie cunoscute de cdt mai mulfi japonesi,

Japonia a depdagit pand acum multe situaif diffcile, rewsind 53 construiascd
societatea prosperd §i pagnica de astazi, Guvernwl Japoniei 5i poporul japonez isi
vor uni fortele gi, beneficiind in continuare de sprifinul sf colaborarea Romdaniei, a
celorlalte state, a organizatiilor internationale §i a oamenilor din lumea intreagd,
avem convingerea cd vor putea irece pesie aceastd incercare, provocatd de cutremur
si de valul Isunami

Natsuu Amemiva
Ambasador Extraordinar 5i Plenipotentiar
al Japoriei in Romdnia
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Thank you for the kind words you addressed following the earthquake that has
taken place on the coast of the Pacific, in the north — east part of Japan.

The earthquake and the tsunami wave registered on the 11 of March this year
have been of unprecedented and have led to numerous material damages and human
casualties. In this moment, the Government of Japan, together with the entire
Japanese people and with the support granted by many countries, endeavors for
gaving human lives, helping the homeless and re-establishing vital supply lines.

Now, when Japan is in a difficult situation, we had the opportunity, on the 25" of
March, with the occasion of the exhibition of drawings entitled “Alaturi de voi”,
where the children were the main creators, to enjoy your kind words and to admire
the drawings of the small artists full of hope, friendship and spint of solidarity. The
voices of the children of District 2, of all the other people involved, are giving
courape not only for the persons affected following the earthquake, but also for the
entire Japanese people.

As Ambassador of Japan, I wish to continue doing all that is in my power for the
actions of support for Japan organized within District 2 and in other places from
Romania to be recognized by as many Japanese,

Japan exceeded so far many difficult situations, succeeding to build the
thriving and peaceful society from today. Government of Japan and the Japanese
people will unite their forces and, continuously beneficiating by the support and
cooperation of Romamia, of the other states, of the international organizations and
people worldwide; we have the belief that we will overcome this situation, caused by
the earthquake and tsunarmi wave.

Matsuu Amemiva
Extraordinary and Flenipotentiary Ambassador
of Japan in Romania
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Fimerd, 25 mortie 2001, ner-o 2 care a saae subh 2enm wo
sogre strdlucitor de primdvard, Excelente $a, Natao
Amemiva, Ambaszadorn! Jasponici la Bucwresli, §i
Primarul Necuwlal Onjany o deschiz oficial Expozifia
“aponin, O lecpie de cural gé erotsm. Copdli din Sectorid 2
al Capilalel, solidari cu colepil Jor din Tere Soprefud
Risare ™.
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Friday, March 25, 2011, a day that was marked by a bright
spring sun, His Excellency, MWasuo Amemiva, Japan
Ambassador to Bucharest, ond  the Mayor Mecula Ontanog
officially opened the exhibition "Japan. A lesson of courage
annd heroism. Children in Sector 2 of Bucharest, in solidaricy
wilh theireolleagwes from the Land of Rising Sun.

Offctalid faponez 5 offcialwl romdn, profesort, pAringl fn Sala de Consiliv @ Primariei Seciorului 2, o
& vetfrent ai Capitalei Romdniel, admird sutele de infrevedere ot mare incdredners emofionals.

Herehe e cLpilcy THL R P S EHER TS DS
LHAFALIL-I=FTAHFHERL B

=T -FOEHOTRESMEEOTHEESD 14 ihe Council Room of City Hall District 2, & very
BizR iRt emotional meeting,

The Japancse and Fomanmion officials, teachers,
parents and citizens of the capital of Romania, admine
the hundreds drawings of the childrens.
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FPrimaral Neculai Onjfony  irmdneazd
Ambasadorului Natsws Amemiva fnalea
distinegie "Om intre oameni” in semn g
Ialtd prefuire # recumogintd penii
gforturide Exeelentei Sale ir consolidarea
relafiflor de privienie dintre cele doud
{0,
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Ambassador handed Mavor Meculai
Omtann Amermniya Nacsuo bigh distinction
"Man Among Men" s sipn of high
appreciation and gratitude to His

Excellency’s efforts in consolidation the
friendly relations between the 1wo

ficialul japorez 5i oficialul romdn deseneazd O serdngere de mind, core valoreazd eff o mie de
impreund, pe oefall, haria Japoniel, CHVIle despre pricleRie ...
EIAFALEHL—FFALTAI 2L BEFECOOTIFECEYT M@ 28
o Lic—i- HEoERERE F.

Japaness ond Romanion official draws together oo the A handshake that i3 worth a thousand words abouat
pavement, the flag of Japan. friendship ...
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Intr-una din zile, in biroul Primarului Neculai Onfanu s-a prezentat
inspectorul scolar, cu brafele incdreate de serisori ale elevilor pentru colegii lor
Japonezi, Internetul nu finciona incd in zonele calamitate din Japonia, far ei voiau
sd se gaseased o solufie ca gdndurile lor bune, Incurafdrile lor s& ajungd car mai
repede la destinaie.

HOH., L—T-7UHBEOERERELS LI 51 - U4 —-3R
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#ﬁEhatﬂtLt.Eﬁmﬁﬁﬂv@4hﬁ—$whﬁﬁﬁimﬂa
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One day, in the Mayor's Neculai Ontanu office presented the school inspector,
with his arms full of letters from students for their Japanese colleagues, The Internet
still not working in disaster areas from Japan, and they wanted to find a solution to
send their good thoughis, and encouragement to destination as soon as possible.
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TABLOURI DINTR-O EXPOZITIE
Bra0ig

PICTURES FROM AN EXHIBITION




A fost foarte greu sa alegem dintre sutele de desene ale copiilor. Ceea ce am
selectionat insd este cit se poate de relevant. emofie, sensibilitate, compasiune, dar
— mai presus de orice — incurajari 5§ optimism. Limbajul universal al desenului gi
culoril comunicd ur sentiment minunal; dragoste.

HEOEENSEHA A LBEADITIFBIZEL o405 FAESEEE.
B, HEAGLLEGIC2 -3 KERCLELTHECEREYEE
RS ARTrETELE, L0 ERANGEEEELOSTESL
LVEMERAET.

It was very hard to choose between the hundreds drawings of children. Our
selection is very relevant: emotion, tenderness, compassion, but - above all -
encouragement and optimism. Universal language of design and color
communicate a great feeling: love.




Al 4li Avsa - Cologinl National ., Julia Hasden”



Jamfir Diana - Gradinita nn 571
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Gospanr Sebastian - Scoala na 10, WMaria Rosctti”
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. Lﬂpm din Sectovul 2 al Capilaled, solidari curcolegdi lor din Tara Soaelui Rasare

PRIMARIA SECTORULUI 2, BUCURESTL ROMANIA




