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Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais and Activities Supporting the
Revitalization of Fukushima
Timeline of Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais
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Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais and Activities Supporting the
Revitalization of Fukushima

The number of overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai registered with the International Affairs Division
of Fukushima Prefecture International is 37 in 24 countries and regions as of January 1st, 2021. The
most recent Kenjinkai established is in New Zealand.

(1) Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais

The first Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai was established more than a century ago and is closely
associated with the history of Japanese emigrants. Fukushima Prefecture is rated 7th among
prefectures in Japan with citizens overseas (according to the Overseas Migration Statistics by JICA),
with over 28,000 people from Fukushima having emigrated to North, Central and South America.

In 1869, retainers of Aizu Domain after the Boshin War (Civil war in Japan fought between
Imperial and Shogunate forces) were the first group of Japanese emigrants to the United States.
They settled in California and formed the Wakamatsu Colony. In 1907, Keizaburo Koda from Iwaki
City emigrated to San Francisco. He succeeded in large-scale rice farming and was known as the
Rice King. He worked to improve the status of Japanese people in the United States by reducing
discrimination against immigrants from Japan. As written in his will, he directed that rice boiled
with red beans (often used for celebrations) would be provided by Koda Farms to the annual picnic
of the Nanka Fukushima Kenjinkai (Fukushima Kenjinkai in Southern California).

There were many emigrants to Hawaii as well. Tomizo Katsunuma, born into the family of a
retainer of the Miharu Domain, studied veterinary medicine in Tokyo before moving to the United
States in 1888. After acquiring American citizenship, he applied for a position at the U.S. Immigration
Office in Hawaii. Because he promoted emigration from the Tohoku Region and gathered many
applicants, he is called the Father of Fukushima Emigration. Otoji Okazaki from Koori Town,
Fukushima was the first emigrant from Tohoku to Hawaii who was invited by Tomizo Katsunuma.
Okazaki opened a clothing shop in Hawaii, and the business was a great success.

Looking at the emigration to South America, the Sakuramaru departed Yokohama Port for Peru in
1899, and the Kasatomaru sailed for Brazil in 1908 with stops along the way. The Kasatomaru was
the first ship to carry emigrants to Brazil. Among the 781 passengers on Kasatomaru, 83 were from
Fukushima. Of these 88, 77 proceeded to the final destination.

As noted above, many people from Fukushima emigrated to North, Central and South America.
These emigrants and their descendants established associations (Kenjinkais), and these were the
beginning of the Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai. The Kenjinkai in Southern California, Peru,
Brazil, Seattle, and Maui, in particular, boast histories stretching back more than 100 years; and the
descendants of the original emigrants have preserved their history and traditions.

In and after the 1990s, some Overseas Kenjinkais were mainly established by employees of
companies with overseas branches.

Following the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, many Kenjinkais were established to support
Fukushima as well as to deepen relationships with each other. In the past 10 years, 16 Kenjinkais,
approzimately 40% of all Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais, were established thoroughout the world.
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[Column] Individuals from Fukushima who played important roles overseas

The following three individuals are representative of the many people from Fukushima who made

important contributions overseas.

Source: Nihonmatsu City Official Website

Kanichi Asakawa was from
Nihonmatsu City, Fukushima.
While in the United States, he
became Yale University's first
Japanese professor in 1937
and is also well known for his
efforts in creating a draft of the
letter from American President
Franklin Roosevelt to Emperor
Hirohito, hoping to prevent war
between the U.S. and Japan. He
did remarkable work as a world-
renowned historian.

SEHTACH & AL (A FUT)

Lake Inawashiro and Mt. Bandai (Inawashiro Town)

Source: Hideyo Noguchi Memorial Museum

World-renowned bacteriologist
Hideyo Noguchi was born in
Inawashiro Town, Fukushima
in 1876. He was a staff at the
Rockefeller Institute of Medical
Research in New York, U.S, and
worked hard at his research there.
He also stayed in Mexico, Peru,
and Brazil, etc. His achievements
were highly regarded around the
world, and statues honoring him
can be found in many places.

M (RheA))
Oze (Hinoemata Village)

Source: Japan Machu Picchu Association

Born in Otama Village, Fukushima,
Yokichi Nouchi emigrated to Peru
in 1917. He played a major role in
developing the newly rediscovered
Machu Picchu, which is now a
well-known World Heritage Site.
Because of his contributions to the
village, he was named its Mayor.
Otama and Machu Picchu Village
signed a friendship agreement in
2015.
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To-no-hetsuri Crags (Shimogo Town)
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Matsukawaura (Soma City)
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(2) Activities Supporting the Revitalization of Fukushima

Fukushima Prefecture has received heartwarming and encouraging messages and support from
the Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais.

In addition to providing information aimed at dispelling harmful rumors of Fukushima and against
the fading awareness of the disaster, helping to expand sales channels of the Prefecture’s products
and attracting inbound tourists, members of Kenjinkai are also greatly sharing to the revitalization
of Fukushima in their regions by actively participating in the events and sending information of
the current situation of Fukushima. All of their activities have helped Fukushima in its struggle to
return to normal.

At the Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit held for the first time in 2013, representatives from
each Kenjinkai gathered in Fukushima, and they observed and experienced the progress being
made by Fukushima and exchanged opinions about future activities. Eager to help Fukushima in any
way possible, participants authored the "Declaration of Support for Hometown: Fukushima". Today,
Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais have organized and held wide variety of events and activities using
their network.

Fukushima Prefecture has also supported the activities of Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais through
the hosting of the Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit, short-term study programs for the
descendants of emigrants, a prefectural government scholarship program that encourages members
of Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais to learn firsthand about Fukushima and exchange opinions, and
providing local products and pamphlets to use at events to show the progress of revitalization in
Fukushima.

In spite of the significant damage caused by the disaster and nuclear power station accident,
Fukushima Prefecture has made steady progress over the past ten years towards revitalization; and

Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais have contributed greatly to our success.

FIKRBTIRFE S (Wb &) B ()
Shiramizu Amida-do (Iwaki City) Nanko Park (Shirakawa City)
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Timeline of Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais

(X%j Era Name Events Related to Japan and Fukushima Prefecture Events Related to Japanese Emigration and Establishment of Kenjinkai
Emigration to Hawaii begins.

1868 Meiji 1 Boshin War, Meiji Restoration The first group of 153 emigrants called "Gannen Mono"
emigrates to Hawaii. "

Emigration to California, USA begins.

1869 Meiii 2 After thg Boshin War, the first ]apanese immigrant group led
by the Aizu clan settles in the mainland of United States and
forms the "Wakamatsu Colony".

Fukushima Prefecture is established with the merger
of three prefectures, Wakamatsu Prefecture, former
1876 Meiji 9 Fukushima Prefecture, and Iwasaki Prefecture on
August 21st. (August 21 is designated as Prefectural
Residents' Day.)
As of December 31, 1886, the Prefecture has 1,731 . . . .
1886 Meiji 19 towns and villages (93 towns, 1,638 villages). Emigration to Argentina begins.
1889 Meiji 22 As of .December 31, 1889, the_ Prefecture has 413 towns
and villages (21 towns, 392 villages).

1898 Meiji 31 Emigration to Cuba begins.

Emigration to Peru begins. The Sakura Maru with 790 contract

1899 Meiji 32 workers on board head to Peru.

Some Japanese emigrants to Peru relocate to Bolivia.
Emigration to Brazil begins.
The Kasato Maru with 781 people on board departs from

1908 Meiji 41 Kobe Port. Among them are 77 immigrants from Fukushima
Prefecture.

Nanka Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1914 Taisho 3 World War I (~ 1918)

1915 Taisho 4 Peru Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1917 Taisho 6 Brazil Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1918 Taisho 7 Seattle Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1920 Taisho 9 Maui Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1923 Taisho 12 Honolulu Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1936 Showa 11 Emigration to Paraguay begins.

1939 Showa 14 World War II ( ~ 1945) Zaia Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1954 Showa 29 Hawaii-Shima Fukushima Kenjin Doshi Kai is established.

As of September 30, 1956, the Prefecture has 123

1956 Showa 31 cities, towns and villages (13 cities, 52 towns and 58 Emigration to the Dominican Republic begins.

villages) as a result of municipal mergers.

1957 Showa 32 Hokuhaku Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1960 Showa 35 Hokka Fukushima Nikkeijinkai is established.

1970 Showa 45 Hokubei IL Chicago Fukushima Kenjinkai

1972 Showa 47 Zaipa Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1982 Showa 57 Canada Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1989 Heisei 1 Dominica Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

Fukushima Prefectural Association in London is established.

1993 Heisei 5 Hong Kong & South China Fukushima Kenjinkai Association is
established.

1997 Heisei 9 Beijing Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1998 Heisei 10 Shanghai Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

1999 Heisei 11 Bolivia Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

2003 Heisei 15 New York Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

As of July 1, 2008, the Prefecture has 59 cities, towns
2008 Heisei 20 and villages (13 cities, 31 towns and 15 villages) as a Dalian Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.
result of municipal mergers.
2011 Heisei 23 The Great East Japan Earthquake occurrs.
2013 Heisei 25 The 1st Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit is Netherland Fukushima-kai is established.
held. Fukushima Society in Perth is established.
France Fukushimakai is established.
Zaietsu Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.
2014 Heisei 26 The 2nd Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit is Mexico Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.
held. Fukushima Shingapore Kenjinkai is established.
Seoul Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.
Sydney Fukushimakai is established.
Bangkok Fukushima Momo no Kai is established.

2015 Heisei 27 Germany NRW Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.
India Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.
Yangon Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

2016 Heisei 28 Fukushima Prefectural Association in Washington D.C. US.A. is
established.

2017 Heisei 29 | jhe rd Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkal Summit is Taiwan Fukushima Kenjinkai is established.

2018 Heisei 30 ésla de _la Juven_tud Cuba Nikkeijin and Fukushima Friendship

roup is established.

2020 Reiwa 2 NZ Auckland FUKUSHIMA Kai is established.









